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THE NATIVITY SCENE ON A JAINA RELICE
FROM MATHURA

By
Dr V 5 Agrawala M A Ph D Curator Provincal Museum Lucknow

The Jama collection i the Lucknow Museum ongmally brought
from the Kankd, Tl of Mathur: 1s distinguished by a number
of sculptures of high arusic quality including some pieces
which are important for 1conography and for the carly history of the
Jaina religion atself  The sculpture discussed here ments attention,
as from a styhstic pownt of wview it 15 quite an early figure
asugnable to about {st century B C. and secondly, because it por~
trays a religious scene which may have something to do wath the
Ufe of Tirthankara Mahivlira The nude standing figure n the
crowd of persons filling the proper nght half of the scene leaves
little room for doubt about the Jama character of the representation

The relief consmated of a running fneze of which only the central
scene 19 now preserved  Onginally used as o piece for honizontal
pontion, the stone was later on remade ito an upnght rahng pllar
with a mortice hole which 1s partly preserved on the nght side Thie
hole has been rather fatal to the most important figure of the whole
story which 1 almost cut away by it
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The scene on the left side consists of a dance festival celebrated
with music. It should be connected with some eveni or occasion
justifying a festive display of human feelings. The structure
under which the dance scene is laid is an open Mandapa supported
on four columns having plain circular shafts and capitals with two
volutes each. The gabled roof is apparently covered with tiles on
the outside, It was supported on a high central beam from which
its two divisions sloped and rested on the columns. The roof is held
on a frame work of triple lengthwise beamsand shorter rafters placed
crosswise, which is even today the prevailing arrangement for
supporting tiled roofs on a framework of ballis The structure was

apparently in wood except the tiles which may have been of fired
clay.

Inside the Mandapa is a dancing female figme shown in an
attractive pose. On her rightis a squatting male figure beating a
gong with a small rod. On her left is another seated male figure play-
ing on a pair of drums, the onc in horizontal position placed in his
lap was technically known as 4ikya(=i#4), and the other placed verti-

- cally in front of him was given the name of Urdhva (35). Both the
male figures wear typically heavy turbans with a central knob above
the forehead. There are on this side also some standing female figures
one of which is in the act of beating time with the palms of her hands
and was known as pini-vadikd or panighni. The other two female
figures apparently very attentive participatein the general atmosphere
of the scene, but not by any visible performance, Outside the
Mandapa on this side on the left of the fourth pillar commenced
another ‘scence of which only a mutilated male figuie is now left.

"The proper right side of the composition bcgmzning fiom the first
pillar consists of two rows of human figures. About two-thirds of
them are connected as witnesses of the dancing scene and the rest
on the extreme end form an independent part of the story. Of the
visitors the first one sitting by the side of the pillar. seems to be the
leader of the group being more conspicuously treated and wearing a
prominent head turban. He must represent either a rich Sresh?hi or,
a royal personage. The man squatting next to him is seated in the
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manner of Pramathas, has a scarf tied round the waist which passes
on the outside of left folded leg  His haris flowng on shoulders.
His queer look perhaps shows him to be a hight character The third
figure 12 standing and 18 of secondary rank, hia left hand beng placed
on the nght shoulder of the miuddle figure In the upper row are
four male figures who appear to form part of the retnue and are
witnessing the festive scene in front of them s

The scene m the extreme right end was wital to the whoie com-
position but has very bad(y suffered _In Al there 15 a male figure at
the top ofwhom only’ the bust remams  It1s shownn adoration

PP ly offering homage to the figure cars ed below it On the
proper left of the scene 13a nude young figure 'holding a kamandalu
n the left hand and & piece of cloth in the night of which the ends
fallbelow This figure 1s alittle m profile and although its head s
now lost, 1t paid attention to the figure seated on his nght  Unfortu
nately the mam figure 1s extremely fragmcntary of whuch only the
tight leg 1n an oblig postion and a part of the drapery
13 preserved lt appears that it was a malc figure seated n lalddsana
with the left leg suspended and the night one folded  The figure
was tended to be one worthy of homage as 13 made apparent by the
~doring figure at the top, that it had something to do with ]a\msm
18 warranted by the nude boyish figure shown in front

1

The correct 1dentification of the scene 18 not beyond doubt
but has every hikelithood of referning itself to the story of the burth
of the Ticthamkara Mahdvira The seated figure of whom only
the left leg 15 preserved appears to have been seated 1n an
attitude simular to that of the god Han Nagamesha preserved in the
Lucknow Museum on relief No J 626 (Smuth's Jana Stiipa, Plate
XVill)  In that also the figure of a nude young boy 19 shown in the
foreground  The Mother and the Child occurnng 1n the Han
Naig ha scene it defimtely with the Natiity of Mah#ivira
depicting the transference of the child from the embryo of the
Brihmant Devananda to the body of the KshatnyinI Tridola effected
by the rod Honnaigamesha, The present scene 1s eather indate
by about a couple of centures, and obviously represents the
birth celebration of the same Tirthamkara
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In this connection we may also notice the well-known Aryavat
sculpture of the time of Mahakshatrapa Sodisa (Smith's Jaina Sfiipe,
Pl XIV). The figure of Aryavati is shown standing in abhayamudri
with two attendant female figures holding a royal parasol (chatlra)
and the fly-whisk (chaunri). The existence of a goddess of the name
of Aryavatl is unknown to the Jaina pantheon. It seems that the
titte signifies “The Venerable Lady” and it would be most appro-
priate to designate the royal lady Trifala, mother of Mahavird as
Aryavati. The Nativity idea must have been a popular one amongst
the Jainas as it was amongst the Buddhists of Mathura, both of whom
appear to have worked on a common pattern on the evolution of
their iconographic formulas. This sculpture showing dance and
music at the birth of the saint is in conformity with the art tradition
as seen at Bharhut.  We may compare with it the famous Sammada
scene ushering in the birth of the Buddha (See, Barua, Bharhul
B K. L, PL 2, B. K. Ill, Fig 34) Panini also calls festive celebrations
by the name of Sammada in satra lll. 3-68 (@wgaast g4 ). The
representation of the Nativity scene on the famous Hari-Naigameshi
relief belongs to the Kushiina period, i e. about Ist century A D. by
which time the old formula had rather become more direct and
shorn of its crowded material But the present sculpture belongs
the Sunga period and is worthy of greater attention, as an evidence

of the ecarly development of the idea of Nativity represented in
Jaina art. ) ‘
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Ths multlple aspzct of reality with its relations with’ one anothcr
has its own phllosophma'l corallary of tellg\ous wnportance ' The
concept of Nn'guna Brahmma 13 logically’ dered as gless
by Jana philosophers because according to them there can be no
reality without quélity, there can bz no Dravy without Gunas Guna
or'guality without an underlying substance would be unreal because
itwould be unsupported Similarly substance or Dravya without
qualtties or Gunas would be unreal because of 1ts being an empty
abstraction from 1ts qualites  You may talk of qualities as distinct
from Dravyas for purposes of philosophical discussion But in reality
there can be no suk without quahty and no quahhcs wnthout

bsist So the highest rebg concept d of bemg the
Nirguna Brahman of the Veddntin becomes a Paramfitman' with
mhmte qualiies according to Jatmsm To attain this goal of Para
matmasvartipa with the infinte qualittes 1s the ideal set' up by
Jamsm

.

SYADVADA

The logical predication relating to any object of reality, since 1t 45
bound to take a particular aspect of the same, must be in the form
of a parhal predication, You cannot assert anything about reahty
asan absolute predication  Any assertion made about reahly there-
fore must be limited to the relative pont of view If the pont of
view 1s an emphasis on the nature of the underlying substance, the
predication will be of ane form 1f the point of view 15 to emphanse
the change, the form of predication will be different altogether That
the relave point of view determines the nature of predication 13
an obvious fact 1n Jogical assertion  Even in the ordinary world the
valuc of a thing depends upon 1ts relation to the point of view
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of five senses organisms having the sense of hearing in addition to
the other four. The highest class of organisms consists of five senses
of orzanisms with the additional characteristic of manas which is
also a form of indriya. The last would represent human beings.
Thus we have the gradation of the animal kingdom from the lowest
organisms to the highest, Man figuring as the lord of the organic
world ~ This biological classification of animals is peculiar to Jaina
philosophy, and it 1s nowhere found in Indian thought. We may
further add that the doctrine that, the vegetable kingdom
consists of living organisms and that itis a part of the bidlogical
world is also peculiar to Jaina thought. We may assert with
certainty that wherever this Jaina concept of life is introduced the
author of the work must be a Jaina in faith for the simple reason
" that it is found nowhere outside Jainism as previously mentioned.

Here it is interesting to note that the existence of microscopic
organisms were also known to Jaina thinkers, Microscopic orga-
nisms, techmcally called” Stkshma Ekendriya Jivas or minute
organisms with the sense of touch alone, are assumed to exist all
over the world. They may abide in the earth, air, water and so om;
and according to their abode they are classified as the microscopic
organisms living in earth, air or water. These microscopic
organisms are not preceptible to the ordinary senses though their
existence is known by theu‘ function and activity, The doctrine of
Ahirhsa implies non-injury to these microscopic organisms also, but
the injuction not to injure theses bmdmg only on the ascetics o
the yatis, because a householder cannot ‘carry out stnctly the doctrine
ofa hlgher Ahirhsa w1th reference to these micrcsoopic organisms

. Next we shall consider the psychological conccpts of Jainism.
Without entering into details we may mention here the classification
of knowlcdgc and the knowmg process recognised by jama thinkers.
The knowmg processes are divided into five distinct stages. Beside
the ordinary sense-perception and the knowledge through books
Jaina: thinkers recognise three other processes of cognition. The two
former are called Mati-jifna and Sruta-jifina, knowledge by sense
perception and knowledge hy study of books. The latter three are
called Avadhi-jfiana, the Manahparyéya-jaana and Kevala-jiidna.
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Avadin knowledge implies a sort of clairvoyant perception of distant
objects and events  This 1s distinetly an_extra-perceptual cognition
i as much as 1t 1s not obtamed through sense perception 1In
recent psychic researches, psychologtsts have been able to discover
this claiwvoyant capacity presentin latent form in every human
beng  Given proper facility this extra perceptual cogmition may be
developed 1n all persons Sumlarly the fourth vanety namely,
Manahpars aya hnowledge 1mplies the capacity to appreciate what
takes place m ancther persons mind This1s called telepathy
in modern Psychology The existence of telepathic cognition s
also recoghised by students of scientific research These extra

perceptual actvities of the mmd were evidently developed by Yogic
practices i ancient India and the Jaina thinkers seem to have made
a speanl study of these Thelast 1s called Kevalx knowledge on
account of its excellence This 1s nfintte 1n 1ts nature and coms
prehension and includes the whole of knowable reality, and itis
nssociated with a Sarvajiia or one who has obtained omnisaence
after destroying Karmas through Yoga or Tapas Every individual
human being when he gets nd of all is Karmie bondage through
elaborate pracess of discipline of Tapas of Yoga, 15 capable of attain-
ing this stage of all knowng state or Kevalajifna which 1s the
mtrinsic characterishe of Piwamitman  This process of self-renls
sation of attaning to the true self hood with infinite knowledge 1s the
goal of hfe prescribed by Jamism  This1s Moksha, and_the Jaina
religious doctnines prescriibed for reaching  this stage conshitute
Moksha-mairga From this point of view every hiving being has in
1tself in a latent from or i germ this Paramatma-Svarupa and every
mdividual has a nght and the possibility of attmning the goal  Each
mdwvidual personality by 1ts own effort 18 capable of extricating stself
from the_trammels of Karma and attan this state of reahty of
supreme self  Each individual personality 13 according to Jamism
an architect of its own destiny

Let us look at the Jamna contnbution to Art.  Fine arts are of
different kinds  architecture, sculpture, - pamnting, music and poetry
[n afl these different forms we have contnbutions made by early
Jana leaders and thinkers  la fact, inancient India, architecture and
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sculpture may be said to have heen inspired by Jaina thinkers,
Vedic Hinduism does not contemplate anything like temple worship,
Its religious paraphernalia was confined to Y#zasils and the field of-
animal sacrifice. Jains have emphasised the importance of Chaitya
and Chaityilaya-idol representing the Tirthankaras and the temples
for these idols as objects of worship, Besides the five objects of
worship Panchaparameshthis, Jain thinkers speak of four other
objects namely, Jina Dharma, Jina Srutha Jina Chaitya and Jina
Chaityiilaya the latter two being idols and the place for idols.
Building temples dedicated to different Tirthankaras whose Prati-
bimba or idol was established therein must have started with Jaina
conception of Samavasarana Aceording to Jaina tradition every
Tirthankara after attaming Kevalajiiina has to spend the rest of his
period in  Dharma-prabhavanil. preaching the Dharma when he s
provided with an  edifics  called éamwasarana constructed by
Devcpdra a hall for the congregation assembled therein to listen to
the divine words of wisdom The description of a Samavasarana is
generally given in Jaina literature It will not be far wrong to
suppose that this concept of Samavasarana is the source ol inspiration
tor building up Chaityalaya& or temples - a duty imposed upon Jaina
Lings and noble men. In early india even in the historical period,
most of the ruling chiefs, both in the north and south of India, were
followers of Jaina faith, and they must have started temple building,
From Chandragupta’ Maurya in the north to the Pallava and Pandya
kings in the south each vied with one another in putting up Chaitys-
Jayas dedicated to Jinas. Buddhism also must have had some such
architectural scheme when Bhuddist builders specialised in putting
up Stapas over the rehcs of Goutama Buddha. Temple architecture
as such was not encouraged by Buddhist builders Medievial India
of Puramc Hinduism must have taken up the clue from the Jaina
bulders and constructed their own buldings, but very often
converted most of the Jama temples to serve their purpose.

This process of temple building not only 1mplies skill in architecturc
bLut also necessarily implies a taste for the art of sculpture. Individual
figures or 1dols designed and executed by Jaina sculptors even now,
remain as wondersof Indian sculptural art Wherever possible they

. employed painting as a source of instruction and propaganda of the

-
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Jama doctrine  Cave pantings which are even now existing such as
Ajenta Frescoes are to a very great extent due to the nspiration of
the Jamna artists  They were also patrons of music The descrip
hon of Samavasarana contens a description of how “Indra wnth his
retmue of Devas appear before Jina with music and dancing  Deva-
nartana and the Deva dundubh are assocated with the glory of
Samavasarana  Naturally therefore the temple worship according
to Jamas must be a copy of this worship of the Jina by the Devas
Hence they encouraged music to a very great extent. It 13 enough to
mention here one important fact as evidence of this  In Hindu epics
and Purlinas whereever there s a description of suayamvara, we
always have victory 1n the Svayamvara mandapa achieved merely
by physical prowess of brenking a bow or hittng a mark with an
arrow to gan the hand of the princess Butin the case of Jivaka
winmng the hand of Gandharvadatta as narrated in Jivakachintmam
we have the story laid 1 Svayamvara-mandapa for a musical contest
in which Jivaka wins the hand of the Vidyadhara princess Hence
1t 1s a pornt worthy of note that though Jamism seems to emphasise
the ascehic aspect to a very great extent, it has not altogether forgat-
ten the acstheuc aspect of Wfe  Musical information given 1n the
Taml classic Silappadigiiram, a Jamna kavya stll contains a mine of
nformation relating to the art of music. It has not been fully under
stood and appreciated by Tamil scholars  And lastly we have the
art of poefry Itisin this that Jaina scholars have excelled all the
rest. Their contribution to hterature mn different languages 1s the
pride of Indin  Thewr contribution to Sanskrt hterature, thewr
contnbution to Praknt hterature are practically unnvalled Jana
ascetics made 1t a point to study the language of the people for the
purpose of educating them Thus wherever they settled 'they
enriched the literature of the land by their own contnbutions in the
language of the land  The earhest Tamil works were most of them
assoctated with Jawna writers  Not only the majonty of the Kivyas
such as Chintiman, Silappacigitam and Valaydpadi owe their exto-
tence tothe Jana wnters but grammatical works such as Tolka
ppiyam Nannal and  Yapparungalam and moral treatices as Kura)
and NMadiyar all owed their existence to Jaina wnters  But for the
Jawna wnters there would have been no Teml hterature worth
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mentioning in South India. The same is the case with Kannada
litererature. The early works in Kannada lterature - were all.by

Jaina writers. The literature in different languages thus contributed .

by the early Jainas served as a model for the later literature contri:
buted by the non-Jaina writers. g

The cheif Ethical aspect of Jainism the Ahimsa Dharma, forms
the foundation of moral life for a Jaina Rules are prescribed
according to this fundamental principles. Jaina thinkers have
formulated different types of moral injunctions one intended for the
householder and the other intended for the ascetic The latter is
more, strict and rigorous than the former. The former is called
Sravakachdra, the course of conduct prescribed for the householder.
Thelatter is called Yatyachfira, the course of conduct prescribed for
the Yati or the ascetics The course of conduct which is based.on
the basic principle of Ahifis3 prescribed by Jainism consists of five
Vratas :—Ahiltsa, Satya,- Asteya, Bhahmacharya and Parnmitapari-
graha. Ahimsa implies not merely non-injury to any insect but also
the positive characteristic of love and sympathy towards’all living
creatures. The next vow 1s Satya or truth. This truth-speaking
also is to be derived from the doctrine of Ahithsa which implies love
_and sympathy to all living creatures. Asthe term Asteye literally
means non-stealing or non-acquiring any object belonging to others
which are not voluntarily given to you Brahmacharya as far as
the householder is concerned means family life confined to the
enjoyment of one’s own wife and avoiding all types of sex-transgres-
sions. The lastitem is imiting one’s own. personal possessions in
the world. Acquiring of property in the form of land, cattle, gold
or silver is the process of acquiring personal possessions. All these,
come under the class-of Parigraha and the householder is enjoined
to limit his personal possessions according to one’s own status
Anythifig acquired beyond this limit must not be considered as
one’s own, must be used for the welfare and betterment of
society as a whole. Thislast item has got an important economic
sigmficance for the modern world, as may be presently noticed. The
same five vows or Pafichavratas when applied to the Yatis or the
pscetics are called.Paiicha Mahavratas, the five great vows as con-

P

It
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trasted with the Paficha Anuvratas, the five smaller vows which are
related to the houscholder, Each of these Paficha Mahfivratas 1s
applied to the Yatt without any hmitation—a hmtaton which 1s
mmposed upon the householder as an unit of producer
For example the Brahmacharya which excludes sex perversity 1n the
householder though 1t does not exclude sex life with one s own wife
would be applied absolutely 1n the case of the Yat: who must ohserve
complete sex abstinance as an ascete  Sunilarly m the case of the
last vow of Pangrahapanmina when the hoaseholder has to Lt
his personal possessions ta suit his status the Jana ascetrc must have
nothing as.his own  He cannot even acquire a prece of cloth ta
cover his naledness He 1s to adopt the Jata rlipa, the form in
which he wss born  Complete abstinance from personal pogsessions
and undisturbed concentration upon ones own self would imply
that one’s own body itself 1s important only asa meansof concen-
tration Yoga to attain self realisahon Otherwise even the body
becomes superfluous insignificant and useless The Jana ascetic
hasno home of hisown He 12 called Anaglira, the houseless
Whole hwving hingdom constitutes tus family the whole earth with
the stars-gpangled canopy of the heavens would constitute hus home,
This rigorous discipline 1mposed upon Jana ascetic ts very often
mistaken by the non-Jana students as characteristics of all Jainas
because they are not aware of the twofold organisation of Jatna;
socety the majonty of which are the householders and a few ascetics,
who devoted their hife and energy for the cultural and moral betters
ment of the society

In conclusion 1t 13 worth noticing the importance of the first and
the last of the vratas for the modern world The doctrine of
Alumst which, though found 1n Hind 15 pecuhar to ]
Though 1t 1s adopted by the Hindwsm_1t has not been fully
apprecinted by the Hindu thinkers  They trv to reconale with thys
therr doctrine of Yiga or ammal sacrifice and very ofen made a
conflicting mixture of both as 2 Hindu religrous doctrine  Its full
imphecation has not been appreciated, and very often it1s entieised
as the cause of the poliical downfall of modern India because it s
assumed to be the weapon of the weak and helpless It 15 assumed 1o
be the mark of cowards Those entics who talk in thes strain are
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ignorant of Indian history as well as of the significance of the
doctrine of Ahimsi. The glorious periods of Indian history, the
periods of Chandragupta and Adoka of the Mauryan dynasty, the
emperor Kharavela who came after him, the Chalukyas and the
Pallavas in the Deccan and the Cheras and Cholas and Pandyas of
the South till the period of Hindu revivalism had all been
followers of Jaina faith based on the doctrine of Ahimsi,
bui they were able to build up empires which had been the
pride and glory of India and with which the foreign kings from
the West and the East sought friendly alliance, Historically there-
fore the great periods of Indian history were all associated with the
doctrine of Ahihisi. But political decline may be said to have
begun with the Hindu revivalism which undermined the early Indian
empires built by the Jaina sovereigns and which stood for social
democracy. Intrinsically the doctrine of Ahirhsa instead of being
the mark of cowardice appears to be the quality of the courageous
victor. It requires a greater strength of self to face injury than to
inflict it. This was the attitude of Christ on the Cross; when he was
insulted by Roman soldiers, he merely cried ‘Father they know not
what they do. Forgive them'. Similarly whenever a Jaina caint is
subjected to all sorts of persecutions by enemies, never swerved from
the path of contemplation but merely smiled 1 pity for the folly of
the ignorant enemy who by injuring the monk injured himself by
walking the path of spiritual damnation. Smiling at the enemy in
spite of persecution is a mark of superman, the victor, who walks on
the path leading to the conquest of self. No doubt this doctrine is
chosen as a method of liberating modern India to its full status of
freedom and liberty by one of the greatest leaders of modern India.
This experiment for the betterment of social conditions in India is
not confined to India, its possibilites may have world wide value
and may be applicable to the whole world The so-called Western
civilisation based upon national aggrandisement and consequently
generating national animosity cannot preserve itself unless it accepts
this fundamental doctrine of Ahimsa as international ideal of hve
and let live. Not only this doctrine of Ahithsi is intended to be a
panacea for the world ills but also the last doctrine of Parimita
Parigraha is necessary for the economic 1econstruction of the world.
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The Russian experyment of communism, a form of economic levelling
down the institutions of property 15 opposed to the exishng system
of capitahstic economics  As a compromuse between these two
economic mstitutions we must have a process of soctal reconstruction
leading to voluntary } tion of personal property and setting apart
the surplus for the betterment of peneral society asa whole The
social and economic reconstruction of the world must therefore adapt
stself to important prineiple of Jamna ethies the doctrine of AhimsA
and the voluntary himitation of personal property for in that way
hes the Harmony among nations, as well as peace 1 this world

-



VAISALL, MAHAVIRA'S BIRTH PLACE,
By
Dr BC Law, Ph D.D.Lit. MA,BL.FR ALR,

1

Vaidali is famous in Indian history as the capital of the Licchavi
Rajas and the headquarters of the powerful Vajjian confederacy.
It is intmately associated with the early history of Jainism and

Buddhism.

This great city claims Mahfivira the founder of Jainismasits
citizen. He has been described in a cannonical Jaina text® as the
Arahat Jadtriputra, the revered, the famous inhabitant of Vaiéil
who possessed the highest knowledge and the highest faith. He
was known as Vesilie or Vaisilika, that is, an inhabitant of Vaisili®, |
Abhayadeva in his commentary on the Bhaéavati Satra (2, 1,12, 2)
explained Vaidilika by Mahavira and speaks of Visili as Mahdvira-
janani or the mother of Mahavira®., From a comparison of the
Buddhist and Jaina scriptures 1t appears that Kundagrima, the birth
place of Mahavira was a suburb of Vaidali', Mahiivira's mother
Tridala was a sister of Cetaka who was one of the Vaidili Rajis.
During his latter ascetic life Mahfvira did not neglect the city of his

birth and out of the fortytwo rainy seasons he spent no less than
twelve at Vaisali’.

Vaisali, the capital of the Licchavis, has been identified with the
present village of Basarh in the . Muzafferpur district of north Bihar
The identity of Vaiddli with Basarh has been proved still more
decisively by the Archaeological explorations carried out on the site

by T. Bloch in 1903—4.

Before the advent of Mahavira the faith of which he was the las
exponent seems to have been prevalent in Vai$ili and the surroun-

1. S8irakrildfiga, 1, 2, 3, 22.

2. Jacobi,Jaina Sitras, pt. 1, Into, xi

3. Weber, Indische Studren, Band XVL., 263.

4. Jlacobi, Jainu stiras, SBE, Vol. XXII, pp.-x—x1.
5. Jacobi, Kalpa sitru, paragraph 122.
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ding country 1n some earher eform I3 a’ppears from the Jan accounts
that the réligion as fixed and established by Pdrsvaniitha was
followed by some at least of the Ksatriva peoples of North-eastern
India specially amongst the residents of Vaisili  We learn from the
Ayfiraiiga Satra that Mahivira s parents were worshippers of Pardva
and followers of the Sramanas’ Sumlar accounts are given
other Jan works of the prevalence in the country of a faith which
was afterwards developed by Mahfivira  Sramanas or wandenng
ascctics had been 1n exstence ever since the tune of the earlier
Upanisads and evidently the Sramanas that were followed by the
parents of Mahtivira belonged to one of the numerous sects or
classes of Indian ascetyjes  After Mahavira s time the number of his
followers among the Licchavis appears to have been large even
including some men of the Inghest position i Vasall, as for
examples, Stha®, a general i chief of the Licchavis  who was the ~
discrple of Mahavira and Saccaka®, a Nigantha who had the hard:
hood to challenge the Buddha himselfto a d on phil
phical tenets before an asserbly of five hundred Lacchavis
The Licchawis of Vashli who were a great and powerful people
of India 1n the Sixth country B C were Ksatriyas of the Viisigtha
gotrn*  The Jama sacred works tell us that Kgatriyfini Trsala
mother of MahivIra and «ster of Cetaka, one of the hings of
Vsl belonged to the same gotra® The Licchavis did great
honour to the memory of Mahavira as we read in the Kalpa Satra,
In that mght 1n which the venerable ascetic Mahavira died the nine
Licchawis along with others on the day of new moon instituted an
1 tion on the Poshadha which was a fastng day® The Jan
works tell us that these mine Licchavis were tnibutary to Cetaka,
lang of Vaudall and maternal undle of Mahavira” who was a Jnfitny
ksataya of the Kidyapa gotra
I v Jaina silras pt. 1, SBE, vol XXilip 194
< 2 Vinayalexts SBE vol XVII pp 108f Vinoya Mah vagga
3 Majjhma Nikiya | pp 22737
4 Maktyasty Senart 1 p 283
SBE Vol XX" P xu Jacobr Jama $7ras, Vol XXil o 193,
.avhd'lga Sttra 11,15
6 Kalpo Sitra pnmgraph 128
7 SBE Vol W\l p 266 note
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Mahdvira, the son of Ksatriya Siddhirtha who was otherwise
known as éreyamsa and Yasamsa who figured as a supremely gifted
ksatriya teacher and leader of thought, a great Brahmana, a great
guardian, a great guide, a great teacher, a great pilot, and a great
recluse, gathered unto him many men and women and was
honoured and worshipped by many hundreds and thousands of lay
disciples Some among whom were Licchavis of Vaidali who had their
peculiar form of government, their free institutions, their manners
and customs, thewr religious views and practices which afford us
glimpses of India of the transition period when the ancient vedic
culture was developing in new directions and undergoing a trans-
formation under the influence of the speculative activity out of which
emerged the two great religions of Jainism and Buddhism. Mahs-
vira was undoubtedly a great Vaisalian who lived thirty yearsasa
householder, more than full twelve years in a state mferior to per-
fection,, something less than thirty years as a K evalin, forty-two years
as a recluse, and seventy-two years on the whole At the age of
szventy-two he died freed from all pains 1n the town of Pava after a
long and remarkable career as a great 1ehigious reformer.

»



The Jaina Chronology.

By Kamta Prasad Jamn LLLD, M R A.S
( Continued from Vol VIII,No I page 35 )

EVENTS OF THE ANCIENT HISTORICAL PERIOD

I

No ! Perod & Date.

Eventa

9N

9%

3078 C

08B C

05BC

30B C
or 2978 C.

282 (245) B C.

According to Kharatara Gachha Pattavals
Sthitlabhadra dies and  \rya Mahfigin suc-
ceeds him

Trya Subastin s created a sfin

(14id)

Seleukas Nikator, King of Syna, led an
expedition aganst Chandragupta, buta treaty
wae made. Seleukos gave his daughter
Helen 1n marnage to the Indian hiberatar

(S)1 Ly, p. 225)

Bindusara Maurya succeeds hus {ather
Chandragup'a  The Greeks called hun by
the name ‘Amitrochntes’ 1e Amitmghats,
which shows that he was & grest wamor
Dumachos was sent to ham as ambassador
by Antikhos and Diony wos

(EHL, p. 126
JRAS, 1928, 1, pp 132~135)

Arya MabApin dres.  Suhaetin succeeds '
him ae the head of the Svetambarn Jana
Samghs.

{Jacoks, Kelpaatitra Intro. 10)
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r

97

98

99
100
101

102

Period & Date

Events.

273B.C.

236 B. C.

225B.C.

207 B. C.
192 B. C.

184 B. C.

Asdoka Maurya ascends to the throneof
Magadha. After the conquest of Kalinga
Adoka became a humanitarian and set hme
self to preach the creed of Ahimsa, which
was based on the teachings of Buddha and -
Mahavira. (JA. V54 {.)

Kunala Maurya succeeds Adoka, who
was followed by Samprati, the grandson of
Adoka Samprati was converted to Jainism
and he sent Jamn Sramanas to the countries,
of Aiabia and Persia. .
- (SJI 11, 5. pp 294—295
and JBORS, 1L p. 116).

-

Salistka Maurya, the younger brother of
Samprati, achieved the conquest of Jainism
throughout Saurastra and enhanced the glory
of the religiousness of his elder brother
Samprati, amongst-the various sections of
the Jaina community. As a result, the
Samgha of naked Jain saints gains prominence.

(JBORS,, XVL. pp, 29—31).

Chedi Kings of Kalinga flourished.
King Kl}éfavcla c’>f Kali;lga was born.

King Khiravela was proclaimed Crown
‘Prince of Kalinga.

Vidakhachirya and ten other Dadapiirva-
dhari acharyas. flourished in the Digambara
Samgha since the death of Bhadrabahu
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No | Period & Date Lvents
i Srutakevalin In the Nands amniya Pagavalt
their pames and respsctive period of pontiff-
ship 18 given i the following manner —
I Visakhachinna DadapOnd, 10 years
2 Progthila ” 19,
' . 3 Ksatniya , W7 4
4  Javasena » 21,
5 Naguasena ” 18 ,
6 Siddhartha 17
7  Dhratigena " 18
! 8 Vyaya 13,
9 Buddhilinga ”» 20 !
10 Desn » 14,
11 Dharmasena ' 4
{Dhavala, Intro p 26)
103 183B C King Kharavela ascends to the Impenal
thrown of Kalinga
, { JBORS XliI, 244—245)
104 1828 C. Kharavela attacked SatavBhana king
Satikarnt 1n order to help the Kadyapa Ksa
) tnyas and occupied the terntory of the
Mugikas '
(1bid)
05 "19B C Kharavela conquered the RBstrikas and!
\ "I the Bhojakas
' v (Ibid)
106 177B C * Kharavela's mahfirajabluscka ceremony |
Lo waa performed and he proclmimed himself as
A , N King Emperor .
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No.

Period & Date.

Events,

107

108

109
110
11

112

113

14

115

116

117

176 B, C

175 B. C.

173 B. C.
172 B. C.
171 B. C,

170 B C

169—152 B.
166 B. C.

. 155 B.C.

150.B. C.

146 B. C.

it e, e e b

- i e e e S T

Probably the ciown Prince of Kalinga, to
succeed Khitiaveln was boin

(Ibid.)

Battle of Gorathagiri was fought. Deme-
trius withdrew from Mathuri hearing about
the invasion of Khiravela on Upper India.

(Ibid )
Khiravela invaded the Ut dpatha.
Khiiravela celebrated reformed Jaina Pija.

Khiravela defeated Pusyamitra of Ma-
gadha and brought back the image of
Kalinga Jina to his capital,

Khiravela observes Jain penances snd
austerities on the Kumdri hill. He calls to-
gether the Jaina Samgha and endeavours to
restore the lost Jamna canons.

Khiiravela dies. (Ibid)

Naksatricharya, the first among the
eleven-Angadharis flourished.
. (Dhavala, loe. cit.)

Kiné Menander attacked India and came
into the touch of the Jaina monks.

(Milinda : 108 & Hist. Gl. p. 78.)

Jain Inscription from Mathura.,

(Ep. Ind. 11, 195.)
Jayapala, who knew the eleven Angas

flourished.
) (Dhavals, loc, cit.)
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No

Period & Date

Events

[RL:]

121

122

123

124

123 B C

107 B C

100BC

BBC

6l BC

57BC

53B C

Kalkacharya invites 96 Shahi Saka clans
to Saurastra who attacks later on Garda
bhilla the king of Ujjain and restores Aryikd
Saraswatt to Kalka

(Cambndge History of India, I, p 167 ) )

Pandava, another eleven Anga dhan

flourished /
(Dhaval3, loc. ctt)

During the reign of Azes | Jamism
Hourished at Taxilla

], 1, 2,p 13)

Dhruvasen, eleven Angadhar flounished
(Dhavala, loc. cit)

_Kamsa, cleven Angadhan  followed
Dhruva

Nahaphna Ksatrapa was ruling at Bhragu
kachcha and was defeated by king Gautam
putra Sitikarnt who was known as ‘Vikr-
mfditya also Nahapdna was a follower of
Jaimism at a time and VikrmAditya was also
converted to Jan faith

SH L 2 pp 20—25& 62—64 &
JBORS XVI 250 f)

Vik Sam 4 Mathura Jam image mscrip-
tion, edited by Buhler

(Ep Ind II, 201,)
1

|
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EEventes,
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No.i Period & Date.
T
125 ) ;
i
126 I )
§ |
|
127 .
i

Mathurft Jaina image inscriptions Samvat
5 & 18, edited by Bubler.

(Ep. Ind 1], No. 12& 14))

Mathurd Jaina image inscription of Samvat
5, edited by Buhlet, records the dedication of
an image of Vardhamana Tirthankara by
the daughter of Pila.

(Ep, Ind. i, p 381 No. .}

Mathuia Jaina image inscription of Sam-
vat 5, records the dedication of an image for
the welfare and happiness of all creatures.

{Arch :Survey Rep I, p. 30, No. 2 and
Ind. Ant., Vol 33, p. 16)

—To be contd.




KRSNA LEGEND IN THE JAIN CANONICAL LITERATURE.
PART |

By
Mr MN Deshpande!, B A

The hfe hustory of Krsna has been from ancient times a favounte
subject and a treasure-house to extract legendary matenal for all
writers on varnous topics religious, philosophical didactic and
mundane Esven to day 1t wnspires poets to pen enchanting lyncs
and 1t will continue to be so even m future Complex s the pers
sonahty of Kysna and anental scholats have put befare the scholar-
world, diverse ommons on the pomt Before entering i that
controversial discussion | propose to deal with the legend of Krgna
as found m the Jan Canonical hterature, asthe first part of my
article.  The second part will consist of a entical comparison of Jam
tradiion with the Brahmanie tradition as rccorded tn the Mahi
bhfirata and some deductions based on that compmon

Though we cannot assign exact date to the Jan Cunomcal
Laterature {far the wniting actvity extended overa perrod of ahout
thousand years), the books from which | have culled the matersal
with the exception of one bool. (10th Anga)? can be satd to represent
the tradibon before the beginning of the Chnstan erv®  Thus this
matenal pill naturally interest the scholars 1nterested in the study of
Mahabhiirata and the late Purfine

1 have arranged the matenial 1n a certain manner that will facihtate
sts companson with the Mahablidrata tradiion  The material

t Vam thankful to Professor H D Sankalia for grving me this subject and
gwding me 1 ats study
2 Uttarddhyayana ed J Charpentier Inteo 267
It 1n stated here that 1t may as well be remarked at once that the 10th
Angais apparently 1n ita present shape a vers late composition
3 g 31-2
4 Utta op ¢t 164
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he renounced the worldly life. He was followed by his brother and
the bride Rajimati, Krsna performed their renunciation ceremonies
and blessed them. Then there follows a very interesting but at the
same time very didactic account of the meeting of R&jimati and
Rathanemi,

(n) K#sna's wwes' *—The canonical tradition is not unanimous
on this point. Nay@. gives that he had 32,000 wives while Aita,
and Pra. Vya. give that he had 16,000 wives. His chief queen was
Rukmini, It is also stated that the marriage of Rukminl brought in
its train a great battle. We also get the list of his wives who became
nuns. [t fans as follows: Padmavati, Gorl, Gandhari, Lakéna.
Jambuvai, Saccabhfima and Ruppini

3. Exploits of Kysna'>—In Pra, Vya. Krsna 1s described as
having killed Maustika and Cantira. He also killed Vijjahara, Ke's:
Saun: and Putana. He is described as the destroyer of the crown of
Kamsa and the pride of Jarisaiidha, In Sitrakratinga we get a
reference to the fight of Krsna with Sidupala. ‘

4. Destruction of Dwiirak@ and the death of Krsna'® —Krsna once
asked the sage Aristaneml about the source of destruction of
Dwaraka, He told that it will be caused by wine, fire and anger of
Dwaipayana. When the city of Dwarakad will be burning, Krska
going to Pandu-Mathura to see Pandavas accompanied by Rama
Baladeva,with all his relatives killed and passing through Kosamba
forest, and ‘while sitting on a slab of stone under a bunyan tree will
be killed being pierced in the foot by a sharp arrow discharged by
Jarakumara. He lived for 10,000 years.

(i) Future births of Kysna'” \
(a) First he will be born in the Valukaprabh# hell.

{b) Then he will be born as the 12th Prophet by name
Amama in the Utsarpinl era in the Pandu country, -

14. A#ta. ops cit. 5 and 25 and Néyé. op cit. 68 and Pra. Vya. op. cit, 85.
15, Pra Vyi. op at. 71—2 and Sétrakriasiga ed. P. L. Vaidya 18,

16. A#ia. op, cit.25 and Sth% S. op. cit, 486, °

17. Anla. op. cit. 26,
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5  Krena and the Pindgvas*® . :

() Pandu-He 19 mentioned as the king of Hastinipura with
Kunt as his wife. Kunti1s the sisterof Vasudeva Pandu hadimn
all five sons  Yudhidthira, BhIma, Arjuna Nakula and Sahadeva

() Drupada®—He s the king of Kampillapura, a ity 1n the
country of PahcBla in Bhiratavarsa The name of his wife 13 Celland
They had a son by name Dhutthnjjumma and a daughter by name
Draupadl

(a): Draupadi?®—Her former buths—She 1s born first as the
wife of a Brahmin ' In this burth she becomes the cause of the death
of the monk by offering hum poisonous alms  Due to this impious
act she 1s put to great torment and after her'death she 18 born 1n a
hell, then as a fish, agan as a hellish creature, then as a dog, agan
as a hellish creature and so on for a number of tmes  In the end
she1sborn as the daughter of a merchant  When she came of age,
she was martied to a merchant youth, but because of her burming
touch he ran away The same thing happened 1n the case of a beggar
who was marnied to her subsequently Afterwards she becomes a
nun but she does not obsy her female preceptor and performs
penance n a garden where she sees a courtisan enjoying in the
company of five men She longs for the same enjoyments and
performs Nidana and then becomes laose n conduct and ulumately
dies to be born as the daughter of Drupada

(b) S of Draupadi®*~Inv for the svayam
vara ceremony wete sent to the following kings and Princes —Kygna,
along with the chiefs of Dwaraka Samudravijaya ete  (This containa
the list of all kings mentioned under Kygnas sovereignty) Pandu
the king of Hastindpura along with s five sons —Juhutthilla,
Bhlmasena Ajuna Naula, Sahadeva and Duryodhana along with
s 100 brothers  So also Saunf, Sahadeva the son of JarBsandha
of Riyagtha, Asatthima, Javaddaha and Salla  Also Kanha

18 Nagiop at 178
19 Naygrlop at 175—6
20 Nap? op et 152—76
21 Nagd op et 178
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Angirilya, Nandiraya of Camp3, Sisupala the ron of Damaghssa of
Suttimat along with his 500 brothers, King Damadanta of Hastina-
pura, Hatthisisy, king Dhara of Mahurd, Ruppf the son of M:zsaga
of Kodinna, Kivaga of Virata along with his 100 brothers and many
other kings.

(e) Draupidis Choice®®:~She entered the pandal with =
female companion of her who acquainted her with the kings and
princes who had arrived there by means of a mirror in which they
were reflected.  She was first made acquainted with Dasara Princes,
then with Ugrasena and then the Pindavas. She, impelled by her
former ‘Nidina' chose the five Piidavas as her husbands and
garlanded them together.

(1)) Narada:?3 1s characterised as a type of man interested
in quarrels.  He used to instigate people to quarrcls, add fuel to the
fire and pose as an impartial observer. Heis named as Kacchulla-
Narae,

(a) Narada®* persuades Pauman@ibha of Avarakankd® or
Amarakankii to kidnap Draupadi as a revenge for her rude
behaviour. Pandu seeing that Draupadi was kidnapped made
investigations and sent Kunti to Kysna to request him to bring her
back. Pandavas who accompanied Krspa in this expedition are
unable to vanquish Paumanabha Kisnn defeats him and starts on
his return journey  The Avarakanka of Krsna is included in the
ten Acchéragas or wonders.

(b) Ganges episode®®:  Pandavas on their return journey had
to cross Ganges  There they think of testing the might of Krsnf;,
as a consequence of such an act of distrust, Pandavas are banished
to the southern Bhiiratavaréa. They stayed at Pandu-Mathura
extolling Krsna. ' ’

v

© 22. Naya. op. et 182,
23 Ndyl. op. cit 184, Stha, S. op, cit. 523
24. Nayz op. ait. 195,
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6 The end of Pandavas?® —Pandavas as ordered by Krgna
repairéd to the southern part of Bharatavarsa and hived there extolling
Krsna There Draupadi gave birth to a son by name Pandusena
Pandavas then accepted the Jam faith in the presence of AnstanemL
Once they heard that Aristanemt along with 536 monks breathed hia
last on the mount Garnara and being msplred to end their ives n a
aimiifar f'\shxon, Pandavas climbed the Salrun)aya mountan lived
there verforming many fasts for a few years, studied the 14 Purvas
along with Acaringa and finally attamed Kevala knowledge and
Moksa

' Draupads, h:an,ng this, mastered the |1 Angas atthe feet of
the nun Suvratd, having mortified the flesh by muny fasts, having
confessed and expiated for many years, died and was born 1n
Brahmaloha for the duration of 10 Sigaropamas It 1s also told that
she will be hiberated in the Mahavideha varsa

{

S bm— o

25 N2 op et 1979



THE METAPHYSICS AND ETHICS OF THE JAINAS.!
By
H Jacobi

All who approach Jain philosophy will be under the impression
that itis a mass of philosophical tenets not upheld by one céntral idea,
and they will wonder what could have given currency to what
appears to us an unsystematical system | myself bave held, and
given expression to, this opinion, but [ have now learned to look at
Jain philosophy in a different light. It has; [ think, a metaphysical
basis of its own, which secured it a distinct position apart from the
rival systems both of the Brahmans and of the Buddhists. This is
the subject on which 1 would engage your attention for a short space
of time.

Jainism, at least 1n 1ts final form, which was given it by its last
prophet the twenty-fourth Tirthakara Mahavira, took 1ts rise, as 1s
well known, in that part of Eastern India where in an earlier period,
according to the Upanisads, Yajfiavalkya had taught the doctrine of
Brahman and Atman, as the permanent and absolute Being, and
where the Mahavira’s contemporary and rival, Gotama the Buddha,
was preaching his Law, which insisted on the transitoriness of all
things. - Jainism, therefore, had to take a definite position with
reference to each of these mutually exclusive doctrine; and these it will
be necessary to define more explicitly.

The one great truth which the authors of the Upanisads thought
to have discovered, and which they are never weary of exalting, 1s

1. The late lemented Dr. Hermann Jacobi was a leading Orientalist and
s pioneer of Jaina studies in Europe. This important paper of his was
originally published in the Transactions of the Third International Congress
‘for the History of Rehgions, Vol. Il; pp. 59-66, Oxford 1908. This volume is
is not easily available Many scholars, interested in Jainism, wrote to me for
a copy of this paper [ have with me an offprint of it For the benefit of those
to whom this paper is not accessible, I thought it advisable to reprint it in the
laina Annquary,—-—A N.U
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~that, underlying and upholding from within all things, physical aa
well as psychical, there 15 one absolute permanent Being without
change and with, none other hke jt, The relation between this
absolute Being and existent matter has not clearly been made out by
the authors of the Upamigads but all unprejudiced readers will
agree that they looked on the phenomenal world as real  On this
pont the different schools of Vedantins arrived at different conclu

sions, which howcver, need not detam us here
P o o

In opposition to thxs Brahmmlcal doctrine of absolute and perma
nent Being, Buddha taught that all things are transitory, indeed his
dyiig words were, that all things that sre produced must perish
The principal heresy, according to the Buddists 15 the \marizda
te the helief that permenent Being 1s t the bottom of il things,
they are as we should sav, but phenomena or a= Buddha cxpressed
W, dharmas thereus no dharminy, no permanent substance of which
the dharmas could be said to be attributes

| o
1 Thus the Brahmans and the Buddhists entertaned: opposite
opinions on the problem of Being because they approached it from
two different points of view  The Brahumans exclusnely followed
the dictates of pure reason which forces us to regard Bemg, as per
manent, absolute, and uniform  the Buddluste, on the other hand,
were Just as one sided n following the teaching of common
expenence according to which existence 1s but & succession of o
nating and penishing  Either view the a priori view of the Brahmans,
and the a posteriori view of the Buddhists 1s beset with many
difficulties when we are ealled upon to emplov 1t 1n explanition of
the state of things 18 presented to us by our consciousness  difficul
ties which cannot be overcome without = strong lmth i the
paramount truth of the principle adopted

The postion taken b) the Janas towards the problem of Being
15 ns follows  Bemng they contend 18 joined 1o production, conyy
nuation and destructon (sad ulpida dhranya vinifa yuktom), and they
eall their theory the theory of indefinteness (lon kintavida ), in
contradistinction to the theory of permnency (ndyavida) of the
, Vedintists, and to the theon of tranmtonness (rivtracada) of the
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‘Buddhists, Their opinion comes to this. Existing things -are
permanent only as regards their substance, but their accidents or
qualities originate and perish. To explain: any material thing
continues for ever to exist as matter ; which matter, however; may
assume any shape and quality. Thus clay as substance may be
regarded as permanent, but the form of a jar of clay or its colour
may come into existence and perish.

The Jain theory of Being appears thus to be merely the- statement
of the common-sense view, and it would be hard to believe that great
importance was attached to it. Stll it is regarded as the metaphysical
basis of therr philosophy Its significance comes out - more clearly

when we regard it in relation- to the dectrines of Syddvida and of
the Nayas -

Syddvida is frequently used as a synonym of Jawnapravacana (e.g.
at a later date 1n the title of a well-known exposition of the Jaina
philosophy entitled Sy@dvada-MaAjari); and it is much boasted of as
the saving truth leading out of the labyrinth of sophisms ~The idea
underlying the Syadrida is briefly this  Since the nature of Being 1s

'intrinsically indefinite and made up of the contradictory attributes of
originating, continuance, and perishing, any proposition about an
existing thing must, somehow, reflect the indefinitenass of Being;
i.e. any metaphysical proposition is right from one point of view,
and the contrary proposition is also right from another. There are;
acc/o}dmg to this doctrine, seven forms of metaphysxcal propositions,
and all contain the word wil, e g. sy@d asti sarvam, svad n@sti sarvam
Syat means ‘may be’, and is explained by kathancit, which in this
connexion may be translated ‘somehow’. The word syd@f here quali-
fies ths word asty, and indicates the indefiniteness of Being (or astitvam).
For example, we say, a jar is somehow, i.e. it exists, 'if e mean
thereby that it exists as a jar, but it does not exist somehow, if we
mean thereby that it exists as a cloth or the like,

The purpose of these seeming truismsis to guard -against the
.assumption made by the Vedintins that Being- is 6ne withouta
second, the same in all things. Thus we have the correlative predi-
cates ‘is’, (asti) and ‘is not’ (ndst1). A third predicate 1s ‘inexpressible’

}
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(asakiavya), for exstent and non existent (saf and asaf) belong to the
same thing atthe same time, and such a coexistence of mutually
contradictory attnbutes cannot be expressed by any word in the
language These three predicates variously combined make up the
seven proposttions or ssplabhangas of the SyRdvAda I shall not
abuse your patience by discussing this doctrine at length 1t 13
enough to have shown that it1san outcome of the theory of indefi-
miteness of Being (anekiintavida® and to have remimded you that the
Jamas beheve the SySdvada to be the key to the solution of all
metaphysical questions

The doctrine of the Nayas which | mentioned before 15, as 1t were
the logical complement to the SyadvBda The nayas are ways of
expressing the nature of things all these ways of judgement are
according to the Jamnas one sided, and they contamn but a part of the
truth  There are seven nayas, four refernng to concepts, and three
to words  The reason for this variety 1s that Bemng 15 not simple, as
the Veddntins believe butis of a pl d nature, therefore,
every statement and every denotation of a thing 19 necessarily in-
complete and one sided, and 1f we follow one way only of expression
or of viewing things, we needs must g0 astray

‘There 13 nothing 1n all this which ds deeply specul on
the contraty, the Jam theory of Bemng seems to be a vindication of
sense by the parad | specul of the Upanisad

1t 13 also, but not primanly, directed agamnst the Buddhistic tenet of
the transitonness of all that exists  We cannot, however, say that
1t expressly and ly bats the Buddh view or thatit
was formulated 1n order to combat it~ And this ngrees well with
the historical facts that Mahavira came long after the onginal
Up ds, but was a porary of Buddha He was obliged,
therefore to frame lis system so as to exclude the prinaples of
Bral 1 but s posthon was a different one with

regard to the newly procl d system of Budd} '

T have not yet t on the rel b Jain  philosophy
on the one hand and S3nkhya-Yoga on the other We may expect

a greater cotnmunity of 1deas between these systems, since bot}

Y nd
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originated in the same class of religious men, viz the ascetics known
as ‘the'Sgémanas, or, to use the more modern term, Yogins. _As
regards the practice of asceticism, the methods and the aim of Yoga,
it has long -been’ proved that the Yoga of Brahmans, Jainas, and
Bauddhas are closely related to each other, and there can be no doubt
that they have all developed from the same source. But ] am now
concérned only with those phijosophical ideas which have a con-
nexion with ascetic’ practice and form the justification thereof.

" *

Now the Sankhya view as to the problem .of Being is clearly a
kind of compromise between the theory of the Upamsads and what
we may ‘call the comimon-sense view. The Sﬁnkhyas adopt the
* former with regard to the souls or purusas which are permanent and
without change. They adopt the latter when assigning to matter or’
Prakrtiits character of unceasmg change 'The Sankbyas contend
that all things bemdec the souls or “purusas are products of the one
Prakrti or prlmaeval matter, and similarly the Jainas teach that
practlcally all things besides the souls or jivas are made up of matter
pudga[a, which is of only one kind and is able to. develop mto every
thing. ‘It will thus be seen that the Sinkhyas and Jainas are at one
with regard to the nature of maiter; in their opinion matter is some-
thing .which, may become anything. This opinion, it may, be
remarked; seems to be the most primitive one; not only was it ‘enter-
tained by the ancients, but also it underlies the universal belief of
transformation occurring in the natural course. of things or produced
by sorcery and spells. Thisis a point: | ,wish to make, that the
Sankhyas and Jainas started from the same conception of matter,
but worked it out on different lines. The Sankhyas teach that the
products of Prakrti are.evolved in a fixed order, from the most subtle
and spiritual one (Buddhi) down to the gross elements, and this order
is always reproduced in the successive creations -and dissolutions of
the world. | The Jainas, on the other-hand, do not admit such a.
fixed order of development of matter (pudgala), but believe that the
universe is eternal and of a permanent structure,  According to them
matter is atomic, and all material changes are really going on in the
atoms and their combinations.” A ‘curious feature of their atomic
theory is that the atoms’are either in a gross condition or in a“subtle-



No 11 The Metaphysics and Ethics of the Jainas 37

one and that innumerab'e subtle atoms take up the space off one
gross atom  The bearing of this theory on thewr psychology |1 shall
nolv procecd to'pomnt out  Butl must memise that the Janas do not
recognz a pivchical pparatus ofsuch a cdmplex nature as the
Sankhyas n their tenet concern ng Buddhi  Ahamkfira, Manas, and
the Indriyas The Jama opmion 18 much eruder, and comes briefly
to this ' According to the ment or dement of a person, atoms of a
péculiar subtle form, which we will call Farma matter, invade his
soul or jiva, filling and defiling 1t> and obstructing 1ts innate facultes
The Jamnas are quite out <poken on this point, and exphatly say that
karman 1s made up of mnatter, paudgallian harme  This, must be
understood ltterally, not asa metaphor! as will be seen from the
following illusteations The soul or jiva 15 extremely light, and by
ttself 1t has n tendency to move upwards { frdhovgaurava ), but it s
kept down by the harma matter with whichitis filled. But when
tt1sentirely purged of karma matter at Nirvana it goes upwards
in a straight line to the top of the umverse, the domicile of the
released souls To take another example s The karma ; matter
within a soul may assume different condinions It may be turbulent
as mud n water which 18 bemng stirred or 1t may be inactive, as
mud m water when 1t has settled at the bottom of a basin, or 1t may,
be completely neutralized as when the clear water 1s poured off after
the mud has been precipitated  Here again 1t 1svevident that karma
18 regarded as a substance or matter, though of an mfimtely more
subtle nature than the impurities of water referred to in the illustras
tion. As a third 1nstance | will refer to the six Leéyds or complexions
of the:souls ranging from deepest black to shiming whate, colours
which we common mortals cannot percaive with our eyes This
dottrine was shared also by the Ajtvikas i on whom Dr Hoernle?
has thrown so much light These colouraof the soul are produced
onitby the karman which acts as a colouning substance Here
also the matenal nature of karman 18 quite obvious

‘
=1 i

To return from this digression the karma matter that enlers the

soul 13 translormed into eight different hinds of karman, about which

‘.

| Encyclopaedis of Religion and Ethies vol | pp 259;q 1 h
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I shall have to say a word presently. This change of the one subs.
tance into eight varieties of karman is likened to the transformation
of food consumed at one meal into the several fluids of the hody.
The karma matter thus transformed and assimilated builds up 2
subtle body, which invests the soul and accompanies it on all its
transmigrations, till it enters Nirviina and goes up to the top of the
untverse. This subtle body or kdrmanaéarira is obviously the Jain
counterpart of the sithgmadarira or litgasarira of the Sinkhyas!. In
order to understand the functions of this subtle body or karma-
nadarira, we must take a summary view of the eight kinds of karman
of which it is composed,’ The first and second (ji@ndvaraniya and
dar$anfivaraniya) obstruct knowledge and faith, which are innate
faculties of the soul or jiva; the third (mohaniya) cauvses delusion,
especially the affections and passions; the fourth (vedaniva) results
in pleasure and pgin; the fifth {(Gyuska) assigns the length of life to
the person in his present birth; the sixth (n@ma) furnishes him with
all that belongs to him as an individual; the seventh (gofra) makes
him a member of the class or genus which he is to belong to; the
eighth (anfariya) produces hindrances to the realization of his virtues
and powers. Each of these eight kinds of karman endures for a
certain period, of varying length, within which 1t must take its proper
effect. Then it is expelled from the soul, a process which is called
nirjard. The opposite process, the influx of karman into the soul,
is called @srava, a term well known to students of Buddhism. The
occasions for asrava are the actions of the body and mind (yoga
they open as it were an inlet for karma matter to invade the soul. If
that soul is in a state of iniquity, i e. if the person- under considera-
ion ‘does not possess right faith, or does not keep the commandmer.
(brata), or is careless in his conduct, or does not subdue his passions,
then, in all these cases, singly -or collectively, especially under the
influcnce of the passions, the soul must retain the karma matter, or,
as the Jainas says, binds it (bandha). But the influx of karma matter
or asrava can the prevented; this is called the stopping or samvara.

These primitive notions the Jainas have worked out into a phile-
sophical superstructure, which serves just as well as that of the

1. The Jainas recognize four different sabtle bodies; see Tattvisth, ii, 37 sq’
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Sankhyas (but on different lines) to explam the problems of mun-
dane existence and to teach the way of salvaton In order to make
this clear | must add a few more details

Samvara ts effected 1¢ the influx of karma ' prevented by the
ohservance of peculiar rules of conduct, by restramt of body, spesch
and mind by stnict morality, by relig reflect: by wdifference
to things pleasant or unpleasant, etc The most effectve means,
however 1s the practice of austerities (lapas), which has this advan
tage over the other means, thatit not only prevents karma from
accumulating, but also the lated karma Tapas,
therefore, produces also mrjard and leads to NirvAna 1t1s the chief
means of salvation, as mught be expected 1n a religion of ascetics
The denotation of the word ‘tapas i Jamism 15 somewhat
dufferent from its usual meaning  There1s tapas of the body (bahya
tapas) and tapas of the mind (@bhyantara tapas) The former consists
i fasting, or eating ecanty and tasteless food, 1n want of comfort
and in mortfication of the flesh  The mental tapas contans various
items as conf of mns and g tic duties, obed
modeaty, self restraint and meditation (dbyina) | wish to lay stress
on the fact that i the course of asceticiam taught by the Jamas
meditation 1s only one of many steps leading to the ultimate goal
Though Nirviing 1s immediately preceded by the two purest stages
of meditation, yet all other parts of tapas appear of equal importance
We shall see'the singificance of this fact more clearly when we
compare the Jama tapas with what corresponds to it in Sankhya-
Yoga Their Yoga contams some of the varicties of Jama tapas
but they are regarded as infenor to meditation or templation
Indecd the whole Yoga_ centres 1n contemplation, all other nscetlc
practices are subordinated and subservient to contemplaton—dharan
dhydng and sam3dhi  Tlns 1s but natural in 2 system which makes
the hing of the bonum d d on jniina, knowledg
The theory of the evolution of Prakxll, begtnning with Buddln,
AhamkBra and Manas, appenrs to my mind, to have been invented
mn order to explan the effi of contemplation for acquinng
supernatural powers and for liberatng the soul  Sankhy Yega s a
philosophical aystem of ascetic, but their asceticism has been much
tefined and has become spintushzed n a hogh degree.  The asceti-
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cism of the Jainas is of a more original character; it chiefly aims
at the purging of the soul from the impurities of karman Jainism
may have refind the asccticism then current in India; 1t certainly
rejected many éxtravagances, such as the voluntary mflicting of
pains; but it did not alter 1ts character as a whole. It perpetuated an
older or more origmal phase of asceticism than the Brahmamecal
Yoga, and carries us back to an older. stratum of religious life 1
_which we can still detect relics of primitive speculation in the shape
of such crude notions as | have had occasion to mention_in the
course of my paper, , : ‘

* In‘conclusion 1 shall shortly touch on the third current of Indian
philasophical speculation, viz the philosophy of the Pandits which
is represented to us by the Nyfiya and Vaidesika systems, This
philosophy may be characterized as an attempt to register, to define,
and to arrange in systematic order the concepts and general nptions
which are the common possession, of all who spoke the Sanskrit
language. Such a philosophy had some attraction for the Jainas
who, as we have seen, always sided with common-sense views, -and
in fact many Jammas have written on Nyaya and Vaisesika. But.at
the time when the Jain system was framed, the Pandit, as we know
him in later times, had probably not yet become distinguished from
the Vedic scholar or theologian; 1t is almost certain that there was
as yet no.class of persons who could be called Pandits, and cons-
equently their philosophy also was wanting. And the tradition of
the Jainas themselves says as much; for according to them the
Vaidesika system was founded by Chaluya Rohagutta, originally a
Jaina and pupil of Mahagui,.eighth Sthavira after Mahavira.. Thus
we have no occasion to inquire into the relation between this system

and Jamism. Butit may be mentioned that the atomic theory which
is a marked feature of the Vaidesika, is already taught in outhne by
the Jainas. As regards the Nyaya system, it is almost certainly later
than Jainism; for the dialectics and logic of the Jainas areof a very
primitive character, and appear entirely unconnected with-the
.greatly advanced doctrines of the Naiyayikas, . = . .-

In concluston let me assert my conviction that Jainism is an original
_system, quite distinct and independent from all others; and that,
therefore, it 1s of great importance for the study of philosophical
-thought and rehgious life in ancient India. -

B e v
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A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF 4VETAMBARA AND
DIGAMBARA CHRONOLOGICAL TRADITIONS
- By
Prof—H C.Seth M A. Ph D (London)

Both the Svetamabara and the Digambara sects of the Jans have
preserved certain chronological tradiions A comparative study of
these may yield useful results The most importatnt of these Jam
chronologies 18 the Svetimbara one given in  TapAgaccha patavallt
and Merututgas Vichrérenl?, which has been made famihar by
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European scholars like Bahler, Jacobi and Charpentier. This tradi- .
tion puts Mahavira Nirvina 470 years before the Vikrama era, As
the beginning of the Vikrama era synchronises with 58 B.C, this -
tradition gives 528 BC as the date of Mahfivira Nirviina. This
tradition also records that Mahdvira died on the same night as Palaka
was anointed king in Avantl, and 470 years betwcen Mahavira.
Nirvana and the commencement of the Vikrama era are made up of
the reign-periods of the following kings and dynasties :

) ‘ Years.
Palaka .. 60
Nandas R 155
Mauryas ces 108
Pusyamitra ves . 30
Balamitra and Bhinumitra ... 60
Nahaviina or Nahavahana ... 40
Gardabhilla - ... e 13
Sakas 4
470

After this m Merutunga's Vicaréreni we have 135 vears assigned
to Vikramaditya and his dynasty, after which, or 605 years after
Mahavira Nirvana, comes the Saka king who displaces the dynasty
of Vikramaditya. .
Much credit has not been given by modern scholars to the Jain
traditional date of 528 B.C. for the death of Mahavira, as this dat
puts too big a gap between Buddha, who as is now generally believed
died within a few years of 480 B. C, and Mahavira to make them
contemporaneous, which fact is so clearly implied in both the
-Buddhist as well as the Jain traditions. But unfortunately the whole
of this chronological tradition 1s lightly set aside as useless. As jarl

saRr-ArgREm afg aferla a= e
g mgfiee S O @ ==
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qu 3 TdeEatmEete 7 o v
Rrparta T fafeeRnad whu |
g=r-gfe-3a-39 Ramrane Rrasma o
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TrFdaEElT aRRASTE

Merutunga's Vichréreni.
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R
Charpentier observes, “The Jains themselves have preserved Chro=
nological records concermng Mahaviva and the succeedmg pontiffs
of the Jan church, which may have been begun ata comparatively
early date. But it seems guite clear that at the time when these hists
were putinto therr present form the real date of Mahavira had
already exther been forgotten or was at least doubtful The tradi-
tional date of Mahavira s death on which the Jams base their chro-
nologieal calculations corresponds to the year 470 before the founda-
ton of the Vikrama etra m 58 BC, 1e 528BC  Thu reckonmg 1s
based mamly on a hst of kings and dynasties who are supposed
to have resgned between 528 and 58 BC but the list 13 absolutely
valueless, as it confuses rulers of Ujpam, Madgadha, and other
kingdoms and some of these may pechaps have been contemporary,
and not successve as they are represented !

It 1s not correct to treat these Jain chronological traditions as
refernng to the Lings of Magadha In farness to these tradiions
it should be noted thatall the kings and dynashes mentioned
in these are defimtely known to be connected with Central and
Western India, of course, some of them ruled over a big empire
covening other parts of India including Magadha It ma§ be useful
to estimate the truth underlying these traditions by comparing them
with other Jain chronologieal tradihons and also with the Paurfinie
and the Buddhist traditions bearing on them  We must however
remember, as pointed out by Merutunga?, thatin these traditions
complete dynashc hst 1n each case 1s not given and sometimes only
certen umportant raler 13 mentioned, wnd under his name total reign
of the whole dynasty gven

We have another Svetimbara Jaun chronological tradition, shghtly
different than the above given 1n Tutthagolipamnaya which gives
the following chronology®

1 gu;r;lén;ze Hustory of India Vol 1P 155 156 See als 1A Vol. XL

2 v R on snfreng, age
B T TR, AT | Vichrarenl,
3 4 cofie PR st et it o
& tafir wadlo wiaiet et gar nyzon
TR g g w2 Frnfy sy )
gitwrd afged wwdm getaend (ew) waran
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Pilaka on e 60 vears
Nandas e 150,
Mauryas . .. 160
Pusyamitia - w35
Balamitra & Bhiinumitra ... 60,
Nabhasena . .40,
Gadabhas - 100

This tradition also places the Saka king after Godabhas, 605 years
after Mahiivira’s Nirvana.

The Digambara sect of the Jains has preserved chronological

traditions, which excepting in one or two important respecls are
not far different from the Svetimbara ones given above, Tiloya-

pannati' and Jinsena's Harivamda Purina®, importent Digambara

safera-rg fan /g = 7 Sifr awAy
wewEd OF qu 1T | A T ns s an
g HIAET 99 7 a7 gl f§if arer
aRfiegmeasimat a1 ura) =t wmn gezen
Shantilal Shah: “The Traditional Chronology

of the Jninas” P 16 f )
Shah regards Titthagolipainnya as the oldest Jain Chronological work. He

assigns it to the carly part of the fourth century A D.

The above verses from Tithagollpainnya are also quoted by Muni Darshan

Vijya in his “Pattavali Samucaya ™ P 197.

|
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fasnd AR geIEERy YTaiEg !
qUaRg TRg S9E qaRynt wEar qvessn
Trolyapannati (Jilvaraja Granthmala. Sholapur, under print.)
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texts, give the following chronology —

Year
Palaka 60
Viyya Kings (Nandas?) 155
Muruda Kings (Mauryas?) 40
Pugyamitra 30
Vasumitra and Agnimitra 60
Gandhavas or Résabhas e 100
Narvahina 40
Bhathathana 242
Guptas : 231
Kalks 42

This tradition thus gives 1000 years between the death of Mahavira
and the end of the reign of Kalki These Digambara texts also
geparately record that 605 years elapsed between Mahavira Nirvina
and the Saka king, but unlike the Svetambara ones, they do not give
any details of the reign pentod duting this interval

All the Jan tradiions given above assign 60 years to Palaka.
This may wnclude not only the reign period of Pdlaka but also of
his descendents Sixty years of the reign penod for Palaka 1s implied
by the traditon reported by Hemacandra who says that Nanda
became king sixty years after Mahfvira Nirvenal  This probably
refers to Nandivardhana, who succeeded Pilaka's dynasty in Ugjain

Ay areT gEet T aogw | oeiowm sefy welifrems neew
Trraftodam miRkswser daar | a@sRmadt om efgaiee teean

it wzad orv gen wEdEs 1 g R TR CRUAEASTEE, 1kl
o v Rl ot w1 o3 weR el RoRE wean
{inasena Hanvamia Purdna Ch 60

In the manusenpt of this work used by K. B Pathak, Guptas are given
231 years At ® gAzay | qeiaaw anfy w@ffrgma o
(In Art Vol XV P, 142} -

It we nss1gn 231 years to the Guptas then only we shall get 1000 years
mentioned 10 these traditrans as the interval botween the death of Mahivia
and that of Kalks 231 years for the Guptas also mven 1 Tiloyapaboat
appear to be the correct version

The Ma used by Pathak hes Muruda instead of Puruda and Bhaﬁa;al}a
matend of Bhadmvine  The Ms used by Jayaswal (In Ar Vol 46) has Vijya
tnstead of Vnhya. and Bhntavina instead of Bhadravipa ”

y wet ettty —amr

el afermatin selivn ((ofe g, 3wy )
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The Purdnas record conflicting chronologies for the Pradyota
dynasty. - However certain Pauranic traditions seem to indicate that
five kings in Pradyota line, all of whom appear to be his song,
perished after a reign of 52 years!. This comes near the sixty years
assigned to Pradyota’s son Palaka in the Jain traditions.

As regards the Nandas the Jain traditions given above assign to
them a period of 155 or 150 years. On the other hand, as noticed
above, Hemacandra gives 155 years between the death of Mahavira
and the accession of Candragupta Maurya®?, which may not be far
from truth. If we knock out of this period 60 years assigned by him
as the period between the death of Mahdvira and the accession of
the' Nanda King, it will leave 95 years for the Nandas. The ceylonese
Buddhist traditions seem to give 90 years to the same dynasty®
The Puranas again record conflicting chronological traditions about
the Nanda dynasty. But a total ofhundred years for all the Nandas is
suggested by certain Pauranic traditions, which say that after the
Nandas had reigned for one hundred years Kautilya uprooted them,
and the sovereignty passed on to the Mauryas*. This may be more
or less correct tradition. -

As regards the Mauryas there seems to be great uncertainty
about their reign-period in the Jain traditions given above One
Svetdmbara tradition assigns 160 years to the Mauryas another 108
years, and the Digambara traditions assign to this dyhasty only 40
years The last seems to be of no value as the reign-period of the
first three great Mauryas, Candragupta, Bindusara and Asdoka, its;lf
comes to 85 years according to the unanimous tradition recorded in

- -

a

1 Pargiter DKA. P. 68

2 @ 9 AATdgS Aty oy | )
da-dareied segdiswage: o (R, 5, 338)

3 Susunﬁga -~ 18,

Kilasoka we 28,
Ten sons of Kalisoka ... 22. .-

Nine Nandas 22, Cam, st of India, Vel L. P. 189.
Susuniga of the Buddhist traditons has been correctly identified with
Nandwardhana and Kéalisoka with Mahanandin by S,N, Pradhan, “Chronology
of Ancient India™ P, 220 &,

4 Pargiter, DKA, P. 69,
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the Puranast, and 93 years according to the Ceylonese Buddhiat

tradions?  There 15 also no doubt, as 1s ewidenced by nscriptional
records as well as the traditional accounts, that the rule of these first

three great Mauryas extended to Central and Western India The
association of Samprah grandson of Adohe and a great patron of
Jarsm with Central and Western India s alsovery strongly attested
by the Jain tradiions®  Only in certam Puranas we geta complete
record of the chronology of the Maurya kings, which 1s as follows*
Candragupta 24 years
Bindusara 25 N
. Adoka 36 ., .
Kundla
Bandhupalita
Dadona
. Dasaratha
Samprat
Salidukn
Devadharman or Devavarman
Satadhanvan
. Bnthadratha

‘

GONVOOND®

" Tatal 160 years

Against this total of 160 years contained by adding the reign-penods
of the vanous Maurya Kings  Some of the Puranas give a total of
137 years for the Maurya dynasty A comparnison of the Paurin,
and the Jain traditions concerning the reign penod of the Maur N
will make us give more credit to a total reign period of 160 year: ‘:5 '
this dynasty In any case st must be noted thatif we assign 108
years to the Nandas and 160 years to the Mauryas we get a total of

| The Purltias give the following reing periods for these monarchs
gupta 24 years  Bindusira 25 years Afoks 36 years
) Pargiter DKA P 70

The traditions as preserved
1n Mahlvamé
of the reign of these three kangs * e the fllowng chronology

Cand, ta 24 years, Bindus

i

Candra

28 years Adoka 41
(Four years before his coronat T
fon and 37
b\:’e gather from the Jain work Dipalike Kalpa of ;‘:;sund::‘:; ’hs‘: .
came king of Upain 30'0 years after Mah®vira Nyrvipa e
et ww A M oaderd ) Fafrat wrgm e wafy
Pargiter DKA R
Also compare Cam Hust, of India Vol | P 511

w
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260 years for these two dynasties, which is very near 263 years
{155+ 108) assigned (o these two dynastins in the teaditions recorded
in Tapagaccha Pattavall and in Merutunga®s Vicarsieni.

After the Mauryas all the Jain traditions except one assign 30
yedrs to Pusyamitra, and after him some traditions assign 60 years
to his son and grandson, Agnimitra and Vasumitra, others assign
these 60 years to Balamitra and Bhanumitra, who also, appear to
belong to the Suniga dynasty. Against the 90 years assigned to the
Sungas in the Jain traditions, the Purfinas assign a total reign-period
of 112 years to this dynasty. This discrepancy between the Jain
and the Pauriinic total for this dynasty may be due to the fact the
Jain traditions give its reign-pericd in Central and Western India,
where as the Paurfinic traditions record the total reign-period of the
dynasty of Magadha. As suggested by the rise of the Andhrasthe
influence of the Sungas ceased earlier in Central and Western India
than perhaps in Magadha and Eastern India The Sasich! inscriptions
of the Andhra king Satakarni’ may indicate that the influence of this
dynasty had reached Central India in the first Century B. C. On the
other hand “it is indeed doubtful if the Andhras ever ruled in
Magadha™® Ninety years of ‘the reign-period in Central and Western
India assigned tothe Sungas in the Jain records may be a correct
tradition.

So far from Palaka down to the end of the Sungas the dynastic
succession list, apart from differing reign-period in certain cases; is the
same in all the Jain traditions. It 1s after this that serious discrepancy
appears. amongst the various Jain traditions The Svetambars
traditions quoted above from Merutuniga's Vicardrent, Tapfgachha
Patiavali and Titthagolipainnaya place 40 years of Nahavana after
Balamitra and Bhanumitra. After Nahaviina Tappagachha Pattavall
and VicArgreni assign 13 years to Gardabhila and 4 to the Sakas.

To be continued,

1 Liders, 'List of Brahmi Inscriptions No. 346’
2. .Cambridge History of India Vol- 1, P, 224, :
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TAVANIDHI AND ITS INSCRIPTIONS+
By
Prof Dr A N Upadhye

)

Tavamdhi 1s a Jama holy place, situated on the left side of Pooll:a
to Bangalore road, a couple of miles to the south of leim ;t: ¢l f
Belgaum District  Its name 1s variously written Tavan:r 1y dava
mdhy, Tavandi, Tavadi etc  There 15 a willage called havan i on
the top of the hillock m the angular valley we have a duie s}tloxlxe
bwlding contaning a row of temples, five 1n number, an 1sh oly
shrine 15 lately famous as §r1 Ksetra Stavamdbi  There1s a hige
stone enclosure with a series of rooms gomng round {Pauli as 1:}115
calledy lately, however, the Eastern wall 15 fallen Whthin the
enclosure there 1s a Mdnasthambha i front of the central temple
and in the ¢omer there 1s a water tank lately constructed This
constitutes the main shnne Outside this area, but still a part of
this holy place we have (Koga) Brahmanfitha on th_c slope of the
opposite huflock and there 1s a small temple of Padmavat], near the
lake at a distance of a couple of furlongs to the North of the mamn
shrne  Every month on the day of Amavasyd many Jamas from
Northern Karnitaka and Southern Mahfitdsita visit this place and
once in a year there 15 a big fatr which attracts many Jamna families
from longer distances  Lately some fresh bwldings are built and a
Guruhula 1s started there -

The row of temples {aces the Fast. It falls mto three umts with
two cammon full walls  The two umts on hoth
two niches each  Starting from the nght,
the 1mage of Brahmanatha or Ksetrapala all Iterally covered or
besmeared with Sendira and ol The second niche contains the
stone 1mage of Siitnitha 1n a seated posturé with Yaksa and Yakst,
its appearance 19 quite old The central temple contains a stone
sdol of Pardvanitha in standing posture, with Yaksa and Yaker, It
13 much damaged one suspects that the broken pieces are put
together  Possibly on account of this, the image 1s called Nava
khenda Pardvanitha It 1a also called Cintdmam Parivanath  Some
legends are assaciated with 1t and 1am tying to collect them from _
oral sources  The fourth miche contains the stone 1do}
posture of Adimstha with Yakea and ~Yakst
the polish 13 gone, and its appearance 1s quite old

the sides contan
the first miche contams

n standing
It 13 of black stone,
Teould not trace
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any inscription in the temples described above.  Coming {0 the lagt
temple, which would be the first from the left side, thare ore twe
images, one on the uppar pths and one on the lower githa The
image of Pirgvaniitha on the upper pfha, thengh smoellar in size, i
no doubt older in age and nlto the earlier occupant of that temple,
On its bace we have n short mreription in Old-kannads changtese
it is partly effaced, but the following latters could bs read s
g » EifFTEaay ¢ s

The image on the lower githa i slen of Parsvanitha, in o etan-
ding posture, with seven hoods, with prabbirsiwa and with Yeka
and Yakat. The image is quite attinctive and commande devotion.
The appearance is old and the polish is fine.  On its bars we have
two Kannada in=criptions, written at different times. The hand-
writing clearly bestrays the difference in age.  The first, whoe
characters are definitely old, runs thur in four lines:

(3] s Firmm garaeyy adest

R] fzmsmafTauEdaT a8 &

3] SaEhas mzfr aF [ ==k

[v] Gaps mifer s diaz o o 0 [

Then there is a second inscription which runs thue

[2] afa NasdRanzesenl Sealia & nedaa: g5 =03

[2) FmnamdseR 37 g 1720

This second record tells us that the image was installed (ot
Tavanidiu) by $r1 Laksmiszna  Bhattiraka  in  Saks 1802
(+78=1880 AD.), Vikrama year, Caitra Suddha 12, This event of
Pratxsthﬁpana is still within memory of some «lderly people. The
presentday Sri Laksmisena Bhattiirakaji tells me that this i image was
found near about Hukeri (Belgaum District); and that his predecessor
brought it to Tavanidhi and installed it there after performing a
pratisthd-mahotsava

The first inscription is more important, because it is as old as the
image itself, It gives the following information: The image was
carved by the architect Jinnoja; the temple (in which it was first
installed) was caused to be built by Lacceyadevi, the grand-mother
of Senarasa; this Senarasa was a pupil of Viranarmdi Siddhinta
Cakravarti of the Pustaka-gaccha, Desiya=gana, and Malasaragha.! ~

The recording of this inscription is simultaneous with the carving
of this image, and we have to see whether we can settle the date of it.
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| am snclined to auggest that in all probability the Bcfirya inenhoncd
in the record i the same as Vitanandy, the author of Achirasbra,
who 18 also styled Srimad Viranand Smddhbnn-Cakravara?  ltas
not difficult to setle fus age  He wrote Kannada commentary on
fus own ichrasira mn Saka 1076 ( +78=1154 A D) Thus he
floutished about the muddle of the 12th century A. D Itisto this
period, consequently, we should assign the Parévanatha smage on
the lower pttha  The appearance of the Kannada characters also
confirms thus age

Though the image of Pardvanatha, the date of which 1a settled
abfietstands to-day at Tasamdhy there 1s no douht that it had no
cannection. with that holy place hefore Saka 1802 when it was
brought from outside and establiched there by Sn Laksmisena |
am teying to get more information about the ongmal place of this
tmage  [ts age does not sn any way shed light on the anbguity of
Tavamdht a8 a holy place, and this question has to be studied from
oher sources

To-day Tavantdht 18 famous for Brahmanftha or Ksetrapala, and
from what 1 hear from elderly people, 1t has been a ksetra for the
l1st one hundred years or 30 Let us see whether we can push this
peniod backward with literary and epigraphic evidence

1) Stlaviwva a Suetlmbara Jwoa monk vimted vanous Jana
holy places of Daccan w Sathvat 173132 (~57=1674 AD) and
wrote an account called Tirthamili?  He refers to  Tavamdhs
{wrongly written as Navamdh) rather casually along with Rayabaga
and (‘2';“ _;_?‘ The contemporary ruler was Swvay

en pot ”

s oot o8 St 200 e 1A R B s
Pirsvanatha st Tavandin® ~ Apparently this 1s not a ,—efe,:nm‘:

the 1mage of Pardvanttha which was brought there from outmde in

S+ka 1802 The chara
2 cters of the wnscription on the small
look older than those on the bugger xrrng«: i the last ll‘:'::p]:.-m gf:

Nayasens hanin view erthe:
r the smaller image of Pardvana
fast temple or the Cuatumaty Predvanithy m‘{he central tun:g: n the

Thus Tavandhiae hnown
wn tohen holy place
Snn‘vzur{'ulm atleast from the dags of ay':\scua “ng: &;l::ge z;
he 12th erntury AD | request other scholars to shed furth lgh
o the antiquity of this Keetra o et
I Ak V r:nt bissve Juaa Hitme
sht Rl pp 213 ¢
Keteasten Bambay Satavar 1974 Karndtaka Kn:c’m't vO:":“""‘;;‘é““ tothe
(&1 l:;ﬂm Juna S3huy aura Inhdas, p 239 v
) Shatn Sourees of b amataka Hi ory Mysore 1940, pp 16788

he)
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of worship, the Hindu cults of the Pouranic age, from about the 4th
century B, C. The first of the mam Pouranic cults was the Vais-
navite worship of Krisna Vasudeva, followed by Siva worship, and
later on by Rama worship.

The original vedic religion was a simple materorealistic form of
religion, worshipping the various forces of Nature - that concerned
man most under the names of Indra, Varuna, Marut, Vishnuy,
Rudras, and so on. It had no idols of these gods, nor any temples
attatched to them These gods were also, by no means, human.
They were propitiated by means of devotional hymne nnd various
kinds of sacrificial ceremoniale

The Rudras were a later conception in  the vedic pantheon, and
were ugly rude spirits, haunting woods, wilds, and cremation grounds,
wrathlessly reigning scourges on the evildoers. or better, on the
enemies of the vedic Arvans, but of these Rudras the conception of
Siva was evolved, and gradually a suitable iconography and mytho’
logy was provided, based largely on the ahoriginal and later beliefs
and superstitions of the natives of India.

In the Kanerki coins of the Indc-seythian’s kings of the North-
West, Siva came to figure for the first tme. A close study of these
‘coins, belonging to the first and second centuries of the Christian
era, clearly shows how the Saivite conception and iconography were

gradually developed. (cf. JR.A.S Vol IX), -

Now, in the vedas or the later vedic literature, we find no
mention of Siva, or of his weapon the Trisul, or of the trident as a
sacred symbol. Even Pammi of the 5th, Kautilya of the 4thy
Magesthenese and other Greek writers on India of the 3rd, or the
epigraphical and,numismatic records prior to the christian era, do
not contain any reference to Siva, or the Tridend as Siva's weapon
or emblem. The trident came to appear in the Hindu religious art
after the beginning of the Christian era.

In a footnote on p. 15 of his “Early faith -of Asoka”, Mr.E.
Thomas says “No less acute is Dr.: Stevenson’s analysis of the
position traditionally held by Siva in India=—his absence ‘from the
original Brhamonical theogony’, his 1mperfect assimilation with the
later forms of their ritual, and the conclusion ‘that the worship of
Siva is nothing more than a superstition of the aboriginal Indians,
modified by the Brhmins, and adopted into their system’ for their
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own ends  An opmion which has been fully confirmed by later
mveshigations

General cunningham 10 Jus work on ‘Blulsa Topes' {p 358) long
ago pointed out the absolute dentty of the outlme of the modern
figure of Jaganmath (at Pun’ with the Trnisul or curved tndent
oraament so frequently m the early Budhist sculpture Mr
Fergussan m is ‘Tree and Serpent worship tells us that this
symbol forms a distinet object of worship at Amradl

Now itye an equally defimtely established fact thatthis carly
Budlust art too, including the sculptured railings of Sanchy, Barhut
and Amradl stupas does not date prior to the early centunes of
Chnshan era

As vegards the temple of Jagannath, at Purt in Onissa, the 1mage
and the temple dates back to about 2 thousand years, (cf, Account
of the temple of Jagannath—1898) while all the histonians are un
animous on the point thap this province —Onssa'(of Kalinga); was a
great stronghold of Jansm from at feast the time of lord Mahavira
nght upto the close of the first millenmum after christ  The Khand-
gn—udaigm caves of Onssa of the 3rd and 2nd centunes B C,»
with all their epigraphucal treasures have been conclusvely praved
to have belonged to the Jams (cf } N I~p 247) Competent
scholars antiquarians, and archaeologists like O Malley, Manmohan
Chakravarti Bloch, fergusson, Srith, Coomarawarm and others have
generally accepted st as afact  Mr Chakravart says “After having
examined the caves carefully durng my visit 1 have come to the
conclusion, so far ns the preseqt dat1 are avalable they should be
ascribed to the Jainas and not to the Budhists ** Mr, Bloch says “The
taves contain nothing Budhistic but apparently alt belong to the
June Mr Fergusson asserts “Till comparatively recently they
were mstaken for Budhuat but this they clearly never were And
these famous caves contagy besides other sacred symbols like the
stupa, the Swastke, the Dharmchakra the barred ralings and
Taled trees etc  several Trisulas, open as well as pomted M.
Bubler 15 of opinion that the worshp of these sacr o bol -
or less disunct traces of which P{ d h 11 st o e
thar tepresentation i gey} t o 0“:;, b o e ekl s
02 Jormism) wmatend of o p !;lre was due to one sect alone (mean.
times before & ng hewlooms handed down from femote

re the beginming of the historical period of India
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Furthermore, in the excavations of Basadh (ancient vaisali} certain
seals have been discovered which contain Trisulas and othe
symbols, and which are believed to be belonging to the Jains. (¢t
Report of Archaeological survey of India 1903—4; & J. R. A.S, 1902)
These findings.also date back to pre.Christian times, while the site
is believed to be that of lord Mahavira’s birthplace {cf. fagre
ATEHT AR Lo o §Q) :

As to the origin of the sign (Trisul), Mr. Burnong has detected
the coincidence of the form of Vardhmanakya, or the mystic symbol |
of Mahavir with the outline of the Bactro-Greek monogram so
common on the local coins. It is similar to the figure éo frequently”.
found on the reverse side of Kadphise’s coins. This particular 'mark,
Mr. E. Thomas tells us, has been found in all its integrity on the
person of an ancient Jaina statue in the Indian Museum. -And he

- therefore, asserts that as the lion proves to have been a special

~ emblem of Mahavira, the mystic trident in its turn answered to his
second title of Vardhaman. ,

Moreover, this Vardhamanakya is akin'in form to another Jaina
sacred symbol, Nandyavarta which signifies the sign of Taurus
or Bull which is a special emblem of Lord Rishabha, the first ¢
tirthankar.

) It is also the opinion of eminent archeaologist hke Dr. V.S.
Agarwal, that prior to the conception and at least to the general
prevalence of image worship, with particular reference to Jainism,
symbol worship was in vogue, (cf. U. P. Historical quarterly 1944).
And iconographical experts like Mr. C. Bhattacharya attest to the

.. ~original and elaborate system of symbolization found in Jainism from
" the earliest times (pf. Jaina Iconography).

To revert to the Trident, besides beir(g attatched to the first and
the last Jaina Tirthankaras, in the form of the Nandyavart and the
Vardhmand respectively, it has a very important significance i’
the Jaina Philosophical system This symbol is a very appropriate -
representation of the threefold path to salvation, by an adequate
exercise of the control on, and an absolute concentration of the three
faculties of mind, word and body. (cf. Anekant, year 5, no. | & 2
p. 8). In_other words it symbolizes the original qualities of the
soul, viz. Right faith, Right knowledge, and Right conduct, which
though independent and distinct, but when developped to perfection
and amalgamated into one harmonious whole, are the surest way to
salvation. to the anmithilation of the inimic karmic forces and the
achievement of freedom from those karmas, to the end of all trans*
migrations, to the attainment of absolute perfection, the state of all

Bliss the very Godhood, {cf. Tathwarth sutra chap. I, sutra I). (Contd.)
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